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“To create a calm and purposeful school where 
everyone feels valued and able to achieve their 

full potential” 
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Aims 
 

·  To create a caring, secure and positive community where everyone feels 
valued and encouraged to achieve their full potential academically, 
socially and personally. 
 

·  To have a sense of pride and mutual respect in a safe 
and disciplined environment where everyone is committed and 
accountable; acknowledging that with rights come responsibilities for all. 
 

·  To celebrate achievement and success for every individual within the 
school community. 
 

·  To forge strong and supportive links with parents and the wider 
community, working together for the success of all children. 
 

·  To help children realise that they are in charge of their own destiny 
through helping to develop self-respect, self-reliance and self-discipline. 
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EVERYONE WILL ACT WITH COURTESY AND 
CONSIDERATION TO OTHERS AT ALL TIMES 

 
 

·  Be polite to everyone, open doors for others, do not push. 

·  In class you will make it easy for everyone to learn. 

·  Arrive in class on time with everything you need for the lesson. 

·  Listen carefully, be quiet and sensible. 

·  Walk to the next lesson quietly – no running and shouting. 

·  Remember that valuable items should be left at home – no swapping or trading is 

allowed. 

·  Take care of the environment: The school is a litter free zone – no litter to be 

dropped. 

·  Chewing gum/bubble gum is not allowed in school. 

·  Packed lunches are to be eaten in the dining room and litter disposed of 

appropriately. 

·  Please play football/other ball games with a foam ball away from the buildings. 

·  Respect all areas that are out of bounds. 

·  Please do not go on the grass until permission is given. 

·  Never leave school without permission. 

·  If you have to leave school you must remember to sign out at reception. 

·  Full school uniform to be worn at all times – all shirts to be tucked in and wear 

sensible footwear. 

 
 
Whatever way you come to school, behave in a way that brings credit to yourself and 
Beauchamp Middle School. 
 
 
 

"�������"�������"�������"�������# ###�"�����������"�����������"�����������"����������� ���
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Autumn Term  Start:    Tuesday 6 September 2011 
 End:   Friday 16 December 2011 
 Half Term:  w/b 24 October 2011 
 
Spring Term  Start:   Wednesday 4 January 2012  
 End:   Friday 30 March 2012 
 Half Term:  w/b 13 February 2012  
 
Summer Term  Start:   Tuesday 17 April 2012 
 End:   Thursday 19 July 2012 
 Half Term:  w/b 4 June 2012  
 
Training Days  5 September 2011, 3 January 2012,  

16 April 2012, 20 July 2012 
 
   

TIMING OF THE SCHOOL DAY 
 
     8:20  School Open 
     8:30  Morning Registration 
     8:40  Lesson One 
     9:40  Lesson Two 
     10:40  Assembly * 
     11:05  Break 
     11:20  Lesson Three 
     12:20  Lunch 
     1:20  Afternoon Registration 
     1:30  Lesson 4 
     2:30  Lesson 5 
     3:30  End of Day 
 
* Whole school assembly is held three times a week.  Year group assemblies are held 
once a week as well as a form assembly.  Parents/guardians have the right to withdraw 
their child from collective worship by written request to the Headteacher.    
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Mr I Evason   Headteacher 
Mrs A Quince  Deputy Headteacher / Lead Behaviour Professional 
Mr M Rushton  Assistant Headteacher / Maths Co-ordinator 
Mrs M Hutchinson  Associate Member – Senior Leadership Team 
 
Teacher      Class / Year Title 
Mrs N Ahluwalia    Head of EAL 
Miss A Beel   7AB  PE and Maths 
Mrs G Bridgeman  7GB  Science and Foundation Subjects 
Mrs S Cox   6SC  Science Co-ordinator 
Miss E Dickson  8ED  Leader of Learning Year 8 / Geography 

Co-ordinator 
Mrs K Docherty  8KD  History Co-ordinator 
Mrs G Graddon  5GG  Maths and Foundation Subjects 
Mr J Greenwood  6JG  English and Foundation Subjects 
Miss E Griffiths  7EG  Design Technology 
Miss L Guard   6LGu  Maths and Foundation Subjects 
Mrs S Hogg     PE 
Miss N Holyoake  5NH  PE and English 
Mr D Hutchinson    Art Co-ordinator 
Mr S Kiddy   8SK  ICT Co-ordinator 
Mrs L Knight   7LK  Science 
Miss N Marabese  6NM  PHSCE Co-ordinator 
Mrs J Marriott    Food and Fabric Co-ordinator 
Mrs S Mitchell  8SM  Modern Languages Co-ordinator 
Mr D Monks     Maths 
Mrs C Mosseveld  7CM  Music Co-ordinator 
Mr S Nixon     Science & Maths 
Mrs M Quarry  5MQ  Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
Mr M Redmond  5MR  Leader of Learning Year 5 / Religious 

Education Co-ordinator 
Mrs L Reid   6LR  Leader of Learning Year 6 / English 

Co-ordinator 
Mrs C Rogers  7CR  Leader of Learning Year 7 / Gifted and 

Talented Co-ordinator 
Mr S Thompson    PE Co-ordinator 
Miss S Villios   6SV  English and Foundation Subjects 
Mrs P Yates     Religious Education 
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Mr J Ashpole   Site Agent 
Mrs C Baddeley  Teaching Assistant 
Miss H Ball   Teaching Assistant 
Mrs D Barker   Finance Assistant 
Mrs K Beckwith  Quest Manager 
Mrs J Bolter   Learning Mentor 
Miss C Bourner  Teaching Assistant  
Mr C Brooke   ICT Network Manager 
Miss T Brown  Receptionist 
Mr N Browning  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs P Browning  Teaching Assistant & Reprographics 
Mrs S Burnage  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs J Cole   Science / Technology / Design Assistant 
Mrs D Cook   Teaching Assistant 
Mrs A Davis   Food and Fabric Teaching Assistant 
Mr N Denton   Cover Supervisor 
Mrs S Etheridge  Data and CBL Assistant 
Mrs H Farr   Teaching Assistant 
Mrs J Fryer   Teaching Assistant 
Miss K Gray   Library and Reprographics Assistant 
Mrs H Harbron-Applegarth Teaching Assistant 
Mrs B Hutchings  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs C Lovesey  Receptionist & Out of School Club Co-ordinator 
Mrs P Pallister  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs D Pearson  Teaching Assistant 
Mr M Pullen   Cover Supervisor 
Mrs S Robinson  Administrative Assistant 
Mrs D Rose   Teaching Assistant 
Mrs L Schwar  Bursar / Site Operations Manager 
Miss R Thomas  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs H Thompson  ICT Teaching Assistant 
Mrs L Wady   Teaching Assistant 
Mrs C Walsh   Quest Assistant 
 
Mrs M Naylor   Kitchen Manager 
Mrs H Norris   Lunchtime Supervisor 
Mrs M Rees   Lunchtime Supervisor 
Mrs C Travi   Lunchtime Supervisor 
Mr P Beckwith  Senior Lunchtime Supervisor 
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During the Autumn Term Beauchamp Middle School will be open for prospective parents 
and their children to come and look around the school. 
 
There will be a short welcome and introduction given by the Headteacher followed by the 
opportunity to walk around the school to see our extensive facilities, and of course the 
chance to meet staff and some of our pupils. 
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·  You will receive a ‘Middle School Application Form’ during the Autumn Term (from 
your current Lower School). 

 
·  Bedford Borough Council has produced a guide to help you through the process 

called ‘School Transfer Booklet’ that can be viewed on their website 
www.bedford.gov.uk, under the education and learning section. 

 
·  The application form deadline is 15 January 2012, you can apply using the Bedford 

Borough Council website, or send your written application through the post. 
 

·  During the early part of the Summer Term, the Head of Year Five will visit your child 
in their lower school and talk to them and your child’s teacher to make sure that the 
transition from lower to middle school is as smooth as possible. 

 
·  In the Summer Term, your child will visit Beauchamp for the morning, meeting their 

Year 5 Teacher and Class. 
 

·  In July, you and your child will be invited to come and meet your child’s Year 5 
Teacher, in preparation for September.  On this evening you will be able to ask any 
questions you may have about transferring to Beauchamp.  You will already have 
filled in an order form for school uniform, which we then deliver directly to your 
child’s lower school.  
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Any parents / guardians moving into this area of Bedford who have children aged between 
9-13 years are welcome to contact the school at any time to arrange a visit, whilst the 
school is in session. 
 
Usually the Headteacher or a senior member of staff will take you and your child/children 
around the school to see the facilities and to talk to you about life at Beauchamp Middle 
School.  You will also have the opportunity to discuss any specific concerns or needs your 
child may have. 
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The relationship between home and school is of great importance in the process of 
education.  Most of the communication between school and home is by way of letter or 
notes from teachers in the ‘Pupil Planner’. 
 
The Pupil Planner is the book in which your child can record their weekly timetable, 
homework timetable, homework tasks, merits and targets.  It also contains other 
information about the school eg. The School Code of Conduct, ‘Tips’ for pupils.  
 
The planner forms the main method of communicating with the school, and we encourage 
that parents sign the planner weekly, so we at school know that any messages about 
homework or other matters is understood.  Should you need to make contact with the 
school about a particular matter, please write a note in the planner in the first instance.  
 
Our Home-School agreement is reviewed annually and can be found in the Planner.  It 
sets out various responsibilities of the school, parents/guardians and pupils. 
 
Parents/guardians will also receive invitations to a variety of school functions throughout 
the year.  This gives you the opportunity to celebrate with us the many and various talents 
of the children at the school. 
 
Your interest and involvement in your child’s education is very important. 
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We are very much aware that Beauchamp is a part of the wider community.  Local elderly 
people are nominated to receive Harvest gifts that the children then deliver.  We have built 
up a strong relationship with members of the local Royal British Legion who visit the 
school. 
 
We also have links with both Brickhill Baptist Church and St Mark’s Church.  Our local 
community based Police Officers visit the school from time to time, as does a local nurse, 
our external links with the community play an important part in securing bright futures for 
all Beauchamp pupils. 
 
We are always inundated with Upper School students wishing to do their work experience 
or community work placements at Beauchamp, we endeavour to accommodate as many 
as is possible. 
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The Governing Body of any school is very important; ours is made up of a cross section of 
the local community, all of whom serve for a term of four years.  You will find a list of the 
members of the present governing body within the prospectus. 
 
The Governing Body meets regularly; at least four times a year as a full group.  There are 
two main sub-committees that oversee different aspects of the school.  They are the 
Raising Standards Sub Committee that monitors everything relating to learning and 
teaching and the Resource Management Sub Committee which is responsible for financial, 
premises and health and safety matters. 
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Chair of Governors     Mr C Williams 
 
Vice Chair of Governors    Mrs C Roberts 
 
 
Appointed by the Local Authority:   Dr M Reynier 
 
       Mrs A Murphy 
 
       Mr M Fitzpatrick 
  
 
Headteacher      Mr I Evason 
 
 
Representing the Staff:    Mrs K Beckwith 
       Mrs G Bridgeman 
       Mr M Redmond 
 
 
Representing the Parents:    Mr C Williams 
       Mrs S Shah 
       Mrs M A Comerford Raillon 
       Mrs S Franklin 
       Mrs C Ward 
 
Community:      Dr T Breckon  

Miss S Smith  
Mrs C Roberts 

       Dr P Brindle 
 
Clerk to the Governing Body:   Mrs J Grobler 
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All accepted pupils receive a UNIFORM ORDER FORM via their Lower School in 
May/June. 
 

Boys 
Grey or black trousers 
White Shirt 
Beauchamp School Tie * 
V Neck Grey Pullover * 
Grey Polo Shirt * (optional for summer wear – Easter to October half term only) 
Plain Black or Grey Socks 
No Trainers 
 

PE/Games – Boys 
Plain White T Shirt with logo * 
Shorts – Burgandy * 
Rugby Shirt * 
Maroon Football Socks * 
Black Joggers * (optional) 
Trainers 
Shin Pads 
Football Boots – Winter 
Gum Shield * 
 

Girls 
Grey or Black Skirt or Trousers 
White Blouse 
Beauchamp School Tie * 
V Neck Grey Pullover * 
Grey Polo Shirt * (optional for summer wear – Easter to October half term only) 
Plain Black/Grey/White Socks 
No Trainers or Sandals 
 

PE/Games – Girls 
Maroon Football Socks * 
Gumshield * 
Plain White T Shirt with Logo * 
Burgandy Shorts * 
Burgandy Sweatshirt * (optional) 
Trainers 
Black Joggers * (optional) 
Shin Pads 
Football Boots – Winter 
 
 

·  Please ensure that all items of uniform are 
clearly named. 

·  All items should be free of manufacturer’s logos 
and stripes. 

·  Astro-turf trainers are not a suitable alternative 
to football boots. 

·  Jewellery is not allowed except for a watch and 
one stud in each ear, which must  be removed 
for PE and Games. 

 

* denotes items that are sold in the school shop 
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Regular and punctual attendance is necessary if a child is to make good progress at 
school. 
 
When pupils have been absent, even for a day, parents should contact the school with an 
explanation. 
 
The school is required to produce figures about absence rates at Beauchamp Middle 
School.  The figures for our school show the commitment that our parents and pupils have 
to education. 
 
Autumn Term 2010/11 
 
Year 5  94.0% 
Year 6  93.1% 
Year 7  92.6% 
Year 8  93.9% 
 
Spring Term 2010/11 
 
Year 5  94.9% 
Year 6  93.4% 
Year 7  95.0% 
Year 8  93.9% 
 
Summer Term 2010/11 
 
Year 5  95.6% 
Year 6  95.3% 
Year 7  94.5% 
Year 8  95.3% 
 
 
We continue to use follow-up procedures for absence, which means that the school may 
contact you if a pupil is absent.  This forms part of our pastoral procedures for pupil 
welfare.
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Information to Parents 
Classification of Beauchamp Middle School – Group 3  

 
 

Parents of pupils living in the catchment area of Beauchamp Middle School will be offered 
a place for their child at the school, as of right.  All parents have the right to express a 
preference for an alternative school. 
 
An admission limit of 150 pupils has been determined by the Local Education Authority.  If 
the number of places in a particular year group is not sufficient to meet the requests of all 
the parents, then the following criteria will be applied in the order shown to determine how 
the places available will be allocated: 
 

(a) to ‘looked after’ children accommodated in the catchment area; 
(b) to pupils living in the catchment area; 
(c) to other ‘looked after’ children; 
(d) on medical grounds; 
(e) to brothers and sisters of pupils currently attending the school; 
(f) on the shortest distance, measured in a straight line, between the central 

point (to be determined by the governing body) of the main school site and 
where the pupil lives with those living closer to the school being accorded 
higher priority. 

 
Where the application of the above criteria results in a situation where there are more 
children with an equal right of admission to the school than the number of places, the 
distance criteria ( (f) above) will be used to resolve the matter. 
 

Details of School Admissions September 2011 
 

Admission limit i.e. the number of pupil places available  150 
in the intake Year for Beauchamp Middle School  
  
Total number of requests for places 119 
  
Total number of places allocated 119 
  
Number of pupils not allocated a place 0 
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At Beauchamp we offer a truly balanced curriculum which provides our pupils with the 
opportunity to become competent, caring, socially responsible and self-reliant citizens. 
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CORE SUBJECTS    English, Mathematics and Science 
 
FOUNDATION SUBJECTS  Art, Design Technology, French, 
      Geography, History, Information and 

Communication Technology, Music, 
Physical Education 
 

ADDITONAL SUBJECTS   Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 
Education (PSHCE) and Religious Education 
(RE). 
 
 

At Key Stage Two, in year five, our pupils spend some of their time with their form tutor.  
They have access to some specialist teaching areas fully equipped for art, design 
technology, information technology, music and physical education.  In year six they spend 
less time with a form teacher as they receive more teaching from specialist teachers. 
 
By Key Stage Three, in years seven and eight, the children will go to an increasing number 
of well-resourced teaching areas and be taught by specialist teachers. 
 
ICT – Information and Communication Technology is taught in all years. 
 
Key Stage 2 Tests – Year 6 
 
National tests in English and Mathematics are held during May.  These tests are carried 
out under strict examination conditions and external examiners mark the papers.  The 
results of the tests are reported to parents or guardians of the pupils in year six in July, 
along with the teacher assessment scores, which form part of our continuous assessment 
policy. 
 
The Beauchamp SATs results for 2011 are as follows:- 
 
English 73% 
Maths  74% 
 
It is very important not to book any holidays or appoints during May for year six pupils. 
 
 
 



 

16 

����
�5��� � ���		���.�%�5��� � ���		���.�%�5��� � ���		���.�%�5��� � ���		���.�%� ���
 
 
 

·  To make sure that, by the end of year eight, our pupils have the basic skills of 
reading, writing, speaking, listening and numeracy. 

·  To develop the children’s ability to plan, research, present projects both 
independently and as a member of a team. 

·  To provide opportunities to explore scientific and creative thinking.  To develop an 
appreciation of the past and our environment and help children make sense of the 
world in which they live, 

·  To be able to participate in sports and other physical activities to the best of their 
ability. 

·  To develop as complete individuals with an awareness of justice and fairness and 
respect for each other. 

·  To offer the pupils an opportunity to take part in a wide variety of extra-curricular 
activities. 

·  To begin to master the skills to be ‘Learners for Life’. 
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The ‘gifted and talented’ identification programme at Beauchamp Middle School aims to 
support, challenge and motivate pupils of high ability.  A ‘gifted’ or ‘talented’ pupil is a child 
who displays exceptional ability in a particular subject area of the curriculum.   
 

Within lessons the more able pupils are challenged and extended by a range of strategies 
used by class teachers.  Teachers use ‘Star Challenges’ within lessons to identify tasks, 
questions and extension work that will provide additional challenge.   
 

There are also enrichment clubs after school and activities within school time organised by 
Heads of Department.  The school also participates in events intended for more able 
pupils that is run by Bedford Children’s University and our local learning community. 
 

This year we will be trialling some one-to-one mentoring for some of our gifted and 
talented pupils.   
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At Beauchamp we have a teacher who co-ordinates the achievement of ethnic minority 
children within the school and provides curriculum support in the mainstream classrooms 
for those children for whom English is an additional language.  The school has a clear 
objective to value all cultures and ensures that all pupils from all backgrounds work to 
achieve their full potential in their education. 
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English at Beauchamp is taught by specialists and those with interest and expertise in the 
subject.  We believe that English underpins the rest of the curriculum and we aim to 
develop pupil’s skills in speaking and listening, reading and writing, in line with the National 
Curriculum. 
 
In Years 5 and 6, work is based on the Primary National Strategy’s revised Literacy 
Framework.  Pupils in Years 7 and 8 follow the KS3 Literacy Strategy guidelines.  Lesson 
activities include class, group and individual work using a range of quality fiction and non-
fiction texts. 
 
The school has a range of graded books to support reading development. 
 
Pupils, particularly in key stage 3, are encouraged to read at home to parents who are 
asked to communicate with the school via the Home-School Reading Record.  
 
Classrooms have access to the internet and also have the capability to screen excerpts 
from DVDs to complement texts being studied.  Pupils are also shown how to research on 
line and how to use the library to full advantage. 
 
Our Library is well stocked and pupils are encouraged to make good use of it to read or 
study during break or lunchtimes, when a member of staff and pupil librarians are on hand 
to advise and to assist.  In addition, pupils may use the computers in the library for 
homework tasks. 
 
Our annual inter-house Read Out Competition, which involves reading and performing 
poetry, is always popular and successful.  Pupils are also given the chance to enter pieces 
of their own in national prose and poetry writing events. 
 
Our experienced and enthusiastic staff look forward to supporting your child in achieving 
his or her full potential, with enjoyment, in English at Beauchamp. 
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Mathematics teaches us how to make sense of the world around us through the 
development of a young person’s ability to calculate, to reason and to solve problems.  
Mathematics education should offer pupils a challenge to equip them with knowledge, 
skills, ability and confidence to process, use and apply these to meet present and future 
needs. 
 
Beauchamp Middle School aims to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, race or 
culture have access to a range of stimulating problems and activities, following the 
National Curriculum programmes of study through the revised Primary and Secondary 
Numeracy Strategies.  Teachers deliver the curriculum in different ways to ensure that the 
preferred learning styles of all young people are regularly catered for whether visual, audio 
or kinaesthetic.  As they move through the school pupil’s mathematical experience should 
be continuous and progressive producing competent and confident young mathematicians. 
 
Beauchamp Middle School aims in mathematics to: 
 

·  Promote enjoyment and enthusiasm for mathematics through practical activity, 
exploration and discussion. 

·  Promote confidence and competence with numbers and the number system. 
·  Further develop the ability to solve problems through decision making and 

reasoning in a wide range of contexts. 
·  Further develop a practical understanding of the ways in which information is 

gathered and presented. 
·  Explore features of shape and space, and develop measuring skills in a range of 

contexts. 
·  Understand the importance of mathematics and be able to utilise it in everyday life. 
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Design technology gives every child the opportunity to develop their practical and creative 
abilities.  Specialist teachers cover the National Curriculum components with an emphasis 
on problem solving and designing and making skills, in specialist areas. 
 
Craft, design and technology gives pupils the opportunity to work with and explore a 
variety of materials including metals, woods and plastics.  New technologies such as 
vacuum forming and CAD work are introduced alongside graphics and mechanisms. 
 
Food technology enables the pupils to acquire necessary life skills, with an emphasis 
placed on nutrition and the development of healthy approaches to diet. 
 
Fabric technology provides pupils with basic sewing and machining skills, within a creative 
context.
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We are proud of our science facilities through which we are able to provide as much 
practical and investigative work as possible in all years.  Knowledge and understanding 
are stressed as much as skills.  Our aim is to encourage the pupil’s awareness of the 
contribution and importance of science in their everyday lives and provide a firm 
foundation for further study. 
 
We have two large and fully resourced science laboratories, enabling all of the children to 
have the majority of their science lessons in laboratories and to be able to work in groups.  
Our extensive school grounds include a ‘wildlife’ area, which can be used for habitat and 
studies related to the environment. 
 
The course is based on practical investigations and aims to provide a relevant, broad and 
balanced approach to the subject.  It is an integrated course which encompasses the 
disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics.  Beauchamp has close links with its main 
feeder lower schools to ensure that science schemes follow on smoothly. 
 
Technical support in this area includes a full-time science technician with a full working 
knowledge of the curriculum and any associated health and safety issues. 
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Our policy at Beauchamp is to provide every pupil with the opportunity to develop their 
ability to communicate in French effectively.  Children are taught in class groups.  We aim 
to equip pupils with every day French, based on real-life situations.  French is used 
whenever possible in the classroom to communicate basic information in a social situation. 
 
We hope to give pupils a clear sense of direction in their studies and sense of 
achievement at whatever level.  Lessons develop the four skills of reading, writing, 
listening and speaking, meeting the needs of a variety of learning styles, in a series of fun-
based activities, which nevertheless have a clear learning objective. 
 
We have invested in a new French course which combines textbook and interactive 
whiteboard activities in a clear and stimulating approach to language learning. 
 
During the course of their four years at Beauchamp, children will be given the opportunity 
of discovering more about French culture and history.  It is hoped that by this means, 
whilst our pupils will always appreciate their own culture and language, they will gain a 
broader perspective on the world and be encouraged to go further in language learning. 
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History is taught in a variety of different ways at Beauchamp.  History specialists use their 
knowledge and expertise to provide pupils with lessons that develop their skills of 
knowledge and understanding, enquiry, interpretation of sources and organisation and 
communication. 
 
At Key Stage 2, pupils are taught about how the Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
invaded and then settled in Britain, bringing with them many benefits eg. Better roads and 
a public health system.  Other modules studied include Ancient Greece, The Tudors, 
Britain since 1948, The Victorians and Native Americans. 
 
During Key Stage 3, pupils gain knowledge and understanding of The Medieval Realms, 
The Making of the United Kingdom and Slavery from a British perspective. 
 
The history teachers at Beauchamp ensure that key skills are taught to a high standard.  
Lessons cater for every learning need: auditory, visual and kinaesthetic.  Pupils are 
regularly assessed to monitor and evaluate progress throughout the year.  There are 
strong links with geography and pupils also have many opportunities to develop their ICT 
skills. 
 
At the end of Year 8 Beauchamp pupils will have developed skills including inference, 
analysis and how to organise and structure a coherent argument.  Pupils will also have 
learned how to use these arguments to write structured essays.  We are confident that the 
history department gives pupils a thorough grounding in the transferable skills needed in 
all subjects at Upper School. 
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It is the ethos of the geography department to encourage all pupils to appreciate that 
geography is a subject that is all around us, all of the time.  Pupils are actively encouraged 
to develop an understanding of the connectivity between humans, features and events 
around the world.  It is essential that their knowledge and understanding is extended 
beyond the text book and classroom walls.  This is achieved through a wide variety of 
teaching resources, pupil experiences and teaching styles. 
 
Modules in Key Stage 2 strengthen pre-existing knowledge and ensure that the basic 
concepts of enquiry and questioning skills are well established.  Modules covering physical 
geography, environmental and human geography are taught within the topics of rivers, fair 
trade, lifestyles of indigenous people, regional foods, cultural history and water as a luxury 
resource. 
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Modules in Key Stage 3 encourage a greater need for independent learning and 
understanding of how multiple aspects of geography fit together; for example, tourism and 
economics.  Higher order thinking skills are developed and transferred into written work.  
Modules taught at this Key Stage rage from plate tectonics, flooding disasters, weather 
climate patterns in Europe, coastal erosion and defence and biome diversity. 
 
Residential Geography Field Trip 
 
Each year the Geography department runs a three day residential trip to Grafham Water in 
Cambridgeshire.  The trip is open to Year 6 and Year 7 pupils and is designed to enrich 
their geographical knowledge and encourage geography to be viewed in a different light.  
In order to achieve these objectives we look to research aspects of geography in a 
creative and different approach.  Each group of pupils has a day completing a hydrological 
study – involving canoeing, measuring a cross section of a tributary, pollution testing and 
flow testing.  Other studies during the three day stay include the geological structure of 
Grafham reservoir (The Great Fossil Hunt) and a human impact study of Grafham 
Reservoir.  In addition to these geographically themed areas we also have a number of 
sessions developing team work, cooperation, and trust. 
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The PE department enjoys many benefits of having outstanding indoor and outside games 
facilities.  The well equipped multi-purpose activities hall and the main school hall, which is 
equipped as a gymnasium, are used for indoor activities.  Outside, the hard area has 
tennis courts and netball courts.  The field has the following pitches: football, rugby, and 
hockey for games activities during the winter/spring and rounders, cricket squares and a 
full size 400m grass athletics track during the summer.   
 
Within lessons we offer a balanced curriculum for Key Stages Two and Three that include: 
dance, gymnastics, athletics, games and adventurous activities and health related fitness 
to help the children achieve to the best of their ability. 
 
Beauchamp has been prominent in local and county-run sporting tournaments and offers a 
wide range of extra-curricular activities. 
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The Art department at Beauchamp Middle School offers children a wide variety of 
activities; painting, drawing, printing, 3-D pieces and ceramics that all form a part of our 
programmes of study.  The pupils also learn about artists and their art.  Through art, the 
pupils are encouraged to express ideas, opinions and feelings in a creative and personal 
way.  They are introduced to a wide range of art from varying cultures and background and 
are frequently asked to make judgements and connections with their own work. 
 
The art room provides facilities for painting, drawing, printing and working with clay and 
other materials.  Good use is also made of our school grounds and the local environment.  
Visits to local and national galleries are included in the programme as we believe that 
through this, children will gain a greater insight into the wider aspects of art. 
 
Our Art Technician supports the department, and the school, by helping to produce 
displays which enhance the whole school environment. 
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The Aim of Religious Education: -   
The aim of Religious Education in Bedfordshire schools is to contribute educationally to 
the development of pupils as individuals and members of society by fostering a reflective 
approach to life in the context of a growing understanding of the experiences, attitudes, 
beliefs and religious practices of humanity.   
 
To achieve this aim there is an agreed syllabus that has two broad attainment targets:  

 
·  Learning about  religion (AT1)  
·  Learning from religion (AT2) 

 
AT1- Learning about Religion: 
Pupils should acquire knowledge about an understanding of religions.  
This includes the ability to:  

·  Identify, name, describe and give accounts, in order to build a coherent picture of 
each religion; 

·  Explain the meanings of religious language, stories and symbolism; 
·  Explain similarities and differences between, and within, religions.   

 
AT2- Learning from Religion:  
Pupils should be enabled to reflect on and respond to their study of religions.  
This includes the ability to:  

·  Give an informed and considered response to religious and moral issues; 
·  Reflect on what might be learnt from religions in the light of one’s own beliefs and 

experience; 
·  Identify and respond to questions of meaning within religions.   
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Religious Education is studied at Beauchamp for one hour a week across both Key Stage 
Two (year five and six) and Key Stage Three (years seven and eight).   
 
Year Five 
Autumn Term - The Earth Two 
Spring Term - Hinduism  
Summer Term - Leaders  
 
Year Six 
Autumn Term - Stories in Religious Education 
Spring Term - Journeys (Christianity and study of A Pilgrim’s Progress)  
Summer Term - Leaders  
 
Year Seven 
Autumn Term - Sikhism 
Spring Term - Can War ever be justified?  
Summer Term 1- How should animals be treated? 
Summer Term 2 - What do people say about God and the Universe?  
 
Year Eight 
Autumn Term - How does being a Muslim affect everyday life?  
Spring Term 1 - What inspired Martin Luther King?  
Spring Term 2 - What’s wrong with the world? 
Summer Term 1 - What happens when I die? 
Summer Term 2 - Jesus 3 - Why does he matter to Christians today?   
 
Schemes of work are written in line with the Bedfordshire Agreed Syllabus 2006- the new 
syllabus for 2011 is currently being distributed to schools and therefore new schemes of 
work should take effect from Easter 2012.  Parents/carers have the right to withdraw their 
children from the teaching of Religious Education but this must be through consultation 
with the Headteacher.   
 
M. Redmond 
Religious Education Coordinator 
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ICT (Information and Communication Technology) is taught across the whole school as 
one lesson per week, and also as and whenever possible in other curriculum subjects. 
 
We use the Microsoft suite of applications for the majority of our work, with extra, specialist 
software for specific applications.  We are very lucky to have two well equipped and 
comprehensively resourced ICT suites, with excellent staff both in delivery and technical 
support. 
 
We broadly follow the QCA Scheme of Work, and there are two main strands to our 
teaching: 
 

a) the ‘technical’ ability to write, use, create, manipulate, edit, search, program etc 
in the various applications (the ‘how to’) 

b) the ‘practical’ aspects of appropriateness, suitability, fitness for purpose etc of 
whatever is covered in part a above (the ‘when and why’) 

 
As students’ practical capability increases, the focus in the upper years moves even more 
to the application of those skills.  We develop various information systems – researching, 
collecting, interpreting and presenting information – for presentation to a specific target 
audience and with a particular purpose or viewpoint. 
 
To summarise: ICT – Information Communication Technology – is one third Information – 
what we say, one third Communication – how we say it, and only one third technology – 
the tool we say it with. 
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Beauchamp’s PSHCE curriculum has been devised based upon guidance from the 
Department for Education. We are particularly focussed on delivering a creative and 
relevant curriculum that helps our students achieve their end of Key Stage statements.  
 
The areas covered differ from Years 5 and 6 to Years 7 and 8. In Years 5 and 6 students 
are aiming to achieve objectives in the following areas: 
 
1 –  Developing confidence and responsibility and making the most of their abilities. 
2 –  Preparing to play an active role as citizens. 
3 –  Developing a healthy, safer lifestyle. 
4 –  Developing good relationships and respecting the difference between people. 
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In Years 7 and 8 students are aiming to achieve objectives in these areas: 
 

1 –  Personal identities 
2 –  Healthy lifestyles 
3 –  Managing Risk 
4 –  Relationships 
5 –  Diversity 
6 –  Careers 
7 –  Financial Capability 
8 –  Financial Risk 
9 –  Economic understanding. 
10 –  Democracy and Justice. 
11 –  Rights and responsibilities. 
12 –  Identities and diversity: living together in the UK. 
 

In addition to these areas the curriculum has been planned to link in with the primary and 
secondary SEAL outcomes. This ensures that through teaching and learning of PSHCE 
students are identifying, practising and using skills that help them cope with the social and 
emotional aspects of learning.  
 

The format of lessons is varied to ensure that students enjoy learning as well as make 
progression. We use a variety of activities such as circle time, paired and group 
discussion, debates, role play, individual assessments, watching and discussing 
educational films and most recently we have added a peer education unit into the delivery 
of Alcohol awareness to Year 5 students.  
 

The department has been equipped with Flip cameras, scenario cards, various texts 
resources and up to date educational DVDs that will help students across all 4 year groups 
achieve the key objectives.  
 

Healthy Lifestyles – Sex and Relationships educatio n 
 

As part of the Healthy Lifestyles objectives, in all 4 year groups, students have lessons 
that focus upon legal and illegal substances as well as personal hygiene. From Year 6 
onwards students also take part in a Sex and Relationships education unit. This is a 4 or 5 
lesson unit which covers: 
 

Year 6:  Physical and emotional changes during puberty.  
Year 7:  Physical and emotional changes during puberty, different types of 
  relationships. 
Year 8:  The process of conception, Contraceptives and different types of 
  relationships.  
 

We feel it is important that students receive this information in a structured and safe 
environment rather than hearing rumours and myths about it from their peers and therefore 
we like to have full participation in the unit.  
 

Parents do have the right to withdraw their child from delivery of the unit. In this instance a 
letter requesting your child to be withdrawn needs to be written to the Headteacher or the 
PSHCE Coordinator. Please feel free to contact the PSHCE Coordinator should you have 
any questions or concerns you wish to discuss.  
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Music education encourages children to develop their sensitivity and creative abilities.  The 
course aims to foster pupils’ understanding and enjoyment of music through a wide range 
of activities.  In music lessons, all pupils cover the following skills: performing; composing; 
listening and appraising.  The keyboard is taught throughout the school, and pupils enjoy a 
wide variety of tuned and untuned classroom percussion instruments.  Lessons take place 
in the main music room with adjacent group rooms and practice rooms. 
 
We have an enthusiastic and committed department, well supported by County peripatetic 
music staff who teach in the following areas each week to individuals and small groups on 
string, woodwind, bass, percussion instruments and also singing.  There are also piano 
and guitar lessons available.  A high proportion of pupils receive instrumental tuition, and 
we are therefore able to maintain successful ensembles.  Concerts and recitals are given, 
where pupils are encouraged to perform solo and ensemble items.  We take pride in our 
school choir, orchestra and string group who perform regularly at school concerts.  The 
children work with the community on projects throughout the year. 
 
The school enjoys a high standard of music and pupils are afforded every opportunity to 
develop an understanding and appreciation of the subject. 
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Staff at Beauchamp endeavour to help all pupils to work to their full potential. Teachers do 
this by matching work to the learning needs of pupil ability, and in some cases will provide 
an Individual Educational Plan (IEP). In addition to the tasks developed by the subject 
teacher, Beauchamp also provides: 
  

·  Additional Teaching Assistants specially trained in a variety of areas to work with 
targeted groups or individuals inside and sometimes outside the classroom. 

 
·  A Learning Mentor, specially trained to assist, counsel and guide where needed to 

aid pupils to fully engage with their learning. 
 

·  A wide variety of resources including computers and specialised reading schemes.  
 

·  Daily access to the Success Maker programme. 
 

·  A lunch time lounge for helping children manage unstructured times and offer some  
support with homework. 

 
·  Small group work using the Sounds Write programme. 
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·  Individuals using Toe by Toe to aid success in spelling. 
 

·  The Ruth Miskin programme is offered to small groups of children. 
 
Support is also offered by the Educational Psychology; Speech, Language and 
Communication; and Social, Emotional and Behavioural departments of Borough  when 
further assistance is needed to allow pupils to fully access the curriculum and reach their 
full potential. 
 
At Beauchamp we recognise the vital part that reading plays in all areas of the curriculum. 
Reading and special support materials are used to help improve the reading skills of 
weaker readers. Advice can be given to help parents to enable their children not only to 
enjoy reading, but also suggest strategies to encourage higher order reading skills. 
 
Pupils who find Mathematics and Literacy especially challenging are taught in smaller 
groups and sustained by confident Teaching assistants. 
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At Beauchamp, we pride ourselves on being completely child centred.  The needs of our 
students are always top priority.  As part of this we recognise the importance of having a 
strong theme of pupil participation running throughout the school. 
 
There are various whole school initiatives that have taken place over the past few years 
and continue to this day that involves mass participation from our students. 
 
Volunteer Scheme 

Last year we launched the Beauchamp Volunteer Scheme, that rewards students 
who volunteer their free time, inside and outside of school, to help others out.  The 
time spent volunteering could be anything from 20 minutes to over 20 hours spent 
throughout the whole year.  All efforts are valued equally as the main objective of 
the scheme is participation, however long that participation is for.  In total, last year, 
136 students volunteered for a total of 356 hours, an amazing achievement that we 
are hoping to improve upon even further this year. 

Fundraising   
Students at Beauchamp are highly active fundraisers.  Our main charity last year 
was the Malawi Appeal.  Not only did students and parents give generously towards 
the appeal but there were numerous groups of students who created their own 
fundraising opportunities during school to raise money for Malawi – thank you to 
them all! 

Bedford Youth Cabinet  
This year, for the second year in a row, students at Beauchamp will be part of the 
Bedford Borough Youth Council.  Students will follow the democratic process by 
being nominated, delivering a speech and being voted into the Youth Cabinet.  The 
elected members will play an active role in making decisions that effect children 
throughout the borough.   

 

School Council  
 
A big element of pupil participation is our school council.  At the beginning of each year, 
the students have 2 lessons in PSHCE that focus upon democracy.  As part of those 
lessons, students nominate themselves for class representative and an election within 
class takes place.  From these elections we get a strong group of 10 representatives from 
each year group.  These students are massively involved in the student voice process by 
taking their class ideas and feeding back to them things that are taking place that involve 
them. 
 
All 40 class representatives then deliver a speech in their individual year group elections, 
so their peers can elect 2 students from each year group who form the official school 
council. 
 
What is great about the council is that they are a fully functional group that actually make a 
difference!  They meet twice a half term and within the group there is a nominated 
Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary.  Students are supported in their roles and are given 
training that will provide them with life long skills to ensure that they can do their job 
effectively. 
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All minutes are shared via class reps to their forms during PSHCE lessons and it is at this 
time where the student body have the opportunity to share their thoughts and concerns. 
 
The school council has an excellent record in terms of their involvement in important 
issues.  They have been involved in presenting awards to teachers for their classroom 
environment, taking part in interviewing prospective members of staff, reviewing school 
policies, reviewing the school day book and ordering play equipment for the students to 
use during lunchtime break. 
 
We hope that this excellent record continues to progress with each passing year.  This 
year the school council will be focussing on improving the school environment and 
developing a student enterprise venture.  We hope that their success continues. 
 
What to Look Forward to… 
 
As every year passes our volunteer, fundraising and pupil participation profile improves.  In 
doing so a lot of students who don’t often have the opportunities, will or skills to participate 
in other extra-curricular activities have been able to be part of something new, different 
and special. 
 
This year a group of students will be involved in the Sue Ryder Big Wigs challenge, an 
event normally reserved for local businesses.  Their challenge is to convert £50 into as 
much money as possible. 
 
Class representatives in Year 8 are also keen to re-open the school tuck shop.  This will 
be a student enterprise activity and they will need to source, price, market and sell healthy 
snacks to students at break time. 
 
The school council will also be working with the local charity Sports Trader, which sells 
unused and old sports equipment and then donates the profits to a particular charity. 
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Many clubs and activities – sporting, musical and cultural – take place before school, 
during lunch hour and after school.  These provide opportunities for children to extend their 
interests and their skills.  Activities after school normally finish at 4:30pm and parents need 
to give their permission. 
 
At Beauchamp Middle School we are proud of the wide range of extra-curricular activities 
that we provide for the children.  An indication of clubs provided recently is shown below. 
 
Athletics 
Badminton 
Boys’ Choir 
Chamber Choir 
Computer Club 
Conservation Club 
Cricket 
Dance 
Drama Club 
Fitness Club 
Football 
French 
Gymnastics 
Handball 
Hockey 
Instrumental Ensembles 
Karate 
Knitting 
Nature Club 
Netball 
Peer Mentoring Club 
Recorder Club 
Rounders 
Rugby 
School Choir 
Softball 
Story Club 
Tennis 
 
The PE department organise numerous fixtures with other local schools for team sports 
including football, rugby, hockey, netball, rounders, tennis, athletics and cricket. 
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A Caring and Supportive Atmosphere 
 
We very much believe that Beauchamp Middle School provides a happy and supportive 
atmosphere for children.  We aim to encourage children in high standards of work and 
behaviour.  It is hoped that children will develop an awareness of the needs of others, both 
inside and outside of the school, and learn to respect the rights and views of their fellow 
pupils.  We want to foster positive relationships based on sensitivity, tolerance and 
goodwill.  This is promoted in a weekly lesson set aside for personal, social and health 
education and in every school assembly.  
 
Each child’s needs and welfare are closely monitored by the staff, especially by the class 
teacher.  The Leaders of Learning support these within the year group.  This helps us 
support each child’s progress both socially, emotionally and academically. 
 
Equal Opportunities in Learning 
 
We strive to make equal provision for all pupils in our care whatever their ability.  If extra 
help is needed we have a variety of ways of providing it.  We are very fortunate in having 
non-teaching assistants who are able to offer appropriate in-class support.  We have extra 
in-class teacher support for pupils who have been given a statement of special needs.  We 
also have the Quest provision which proactively supports the most vulnerable children in 
our care. 
 
School Discipline 
 
Beauchamp Middle School prides itself on promoting a calm and orderly atmosphere 
where children can learn easily.  School rules are kept to a minimum but it is important that 
they are followed.  We have a clear Code of Conduct which we expect children to respect.  
Our discipline policy is based on noticing those children who are being good and praise 
them with one of our extensive range of rewards.  If however, pupils make poor choices 
and break our Code of Conduct, they face a clear consequence.  Children will be helped to 
understand not only where they went wrong, but also how to avoid repeating the same 
negative choice.  Parents will be told of any concerns, as educating children is a 
partnership between school and home. 
 
How are the Pupils getting on?  
 
Staff are very happy to discuss any problems at mutually convenient times if there is a 
cause for concern.  Similarly, teachers will contact parents if they feel it would be beneficial 
to do so.  Formal reports support this home-school link. 
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Year 5 
 
Late in October in the autumn term we provide the opportunity for parents to meet with 
their Form Tutors to discuss how their children have settled into their new school year 
environment.  Parents will also receive an interim report in January and an end of year 
report in July.  They will have an opportunity to discuss these with staff at Parents 
Consultation Evenings. 
 
Homework 
 
We believe homework is important in helping young people to work, think and learn 
independently.  Tasks can take many forms.  Subject staff ensure the completion of these 
tasks.  In all years there is a homework timetable.  This informs the children about when 
the homework is set.  Pupils are given sufficient time to complete homework tasks. 
 
Uniform  
 
We want our children to wear school uniform because we believe it fosters a feeling of 
belonging to our school community.  Some items of school uniform can be bought from the 
school shop, at reasonable prices.  Many others are available at local shops and 
supermarkets. 
 
Educational Visits 
 
At Beauchamp Middle School we consider educational visits to be a very important part of 
the learning process as they provide opportunities for the academic work and social 
development of the pupils.  The visits themselves may be either residential eg. French 
visits, or non-residential eg. Museums and art galleries.  We are very fortunate that many 
staff volunteer to organise and accompany trips. 
 
Productions and Displays 
 
Often through the academic year Beauchamp encourage the children to take part in 
various opportunities to perform and showcase their talents to parents and family 
members.  These performances include music evenings, drama, choir, dance and gym.  
All these activities form part of an important dimension to school life in which a large 
number of children enjoy participating. 
 
School Library 
 
The library is open each break and lunchtime (except Wednesday), to change books and 
for studying / homework for selected year groups.   There is also the use of several 
computers.
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Collective Worship 
 
There are daily acts of collective worship which may be either whole school, year group or 
class based.  The aim of the assemblies is to foster an ethos of care, courtesy, 
consideration and reflection based on moral values. 
 
Parents may withdraw their children from collective worship, after discussion with the 
Headteacher.  The parents’ decision to withdraw their child from collective worship must 
be given in writing. 
 
Charging and Remissions Policy  
 
It must be stated that the school’s limited budget cannot fund educational visits.  
Therefore, for these visits to take place, voluntary contribution payments from parents or 
guardians needs to be made.  Without these payments the visits cannot take place. 
 
Those parents or guardians who are in receipt of Income Support or Family Credit can 
claim back the charge for the board and lodging element of some residential visits.  In 
such a case, or if there is a financial concern, please contact the school. 
 
School Security 
 
Beauchamp Middle School has always been aware of security issues because of being on 
such an open site.  During school hours the only access to the site is by the front entrance 
that has a security system fitted.  The security of the site is kept under review through the 
Governing Body.  We have a system of CCTV cameras fitted to the school site. 
 
School Shop 
 
The school shop, near to reception at the main school entrance, provides a service to both 
pupils and parents/guardians.  It sells items of school uniform, (Beauchamp ties, jumpers, 
polo shirts), most of the items required for PE and Games and a wide range of other 
equipment including pens, pencils, crayons and maths sets.  It is open to pupils during 
break on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Parents wishing to buy uniform should send in 
an order with their child or telephone to agree a time to come into the school. 
 
Homework Club  
 
The school provides the opportunity for children to complete homework tasks at school 
between 3:30pm and 4:00pm.  Two fully experienced Teaching Assistants organise and 
manage the club and offer guidance to those who need it.  The club is held in the school 
library which also has computing facilities. 
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Out of School Club 
 
This successful provision has been operating for a number of years and offers parents and 
guardians to pay for their children to be looked after on the school premises after school 
until 5:30pm.  A leaflet is available giving further information. 
 
Beauchamp Holiday Club 
 
This is a play scheme that runs throughout all school holidays.  It is open from 8:30am to 
5:30pm for all children aged between 5 and 13 years; all are welcome.  A leaflet is 
available from reception given further details and costs. 
 
Safeguarding Referral (Statement from the LEA) 
 
Section 47 [I] of the Children Act 1989 gave the local authority a duty to investigate when it 
is suspected or found that a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.  The local 
authority will then make enquiries from other agencies to enable them to decide whether 
they should take action to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare. 
 
As a school we have a statutory duty to assist social services departments acting on 
behalf of children in need or enquiring into allegations of child abuse.  As well as the 
statutory duty we have a pastoral responsibility towards our pupils and recognise that 
pupils have a fundamental right to be protected from harm.  Children cannot learn 
effectively unless they feel safe and secure.  We therefore have a Safeguarding Policy, 
which reflects both our statutory duty and our pastoral responsibilities.   
 
If we have a concern that a child has been abused or is at risk of being abused, we have a 
duty to refer this to Childrens Services.  In making the referral, the school is not making 
any judgements for example about individual parents or carers.  It is for Childrens Services 
to decide whether there should be an investigation. 
 
Children in Need Referral (Statement from the LEA) 
 
There may be some circumstances (which are not to do with child protection, but more 
related to meeting children’s needs), when we feel that you and your family may benefit 
from some support from other agencies ie. Childrens Services.  Before we can do this we 
will need to seek your permission.  We will then complete a CAF (Common Assessment 
Framework Form), in most cases this will be completed together with the parents or 
carers. 



 

35 

 
 
 
 

Beauchamp Middle School 
Hawk Drive 

Bedford MK41 7JE 
Phone (01234) 300900 Fax: (01234)300901 

Email: beauchamp@deal.bedfordshire.gov.uk 
www.beauchampschool.co.uk 


